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In fall 2006, public scoping was conducted for the Upper Truckee River Restoration and Golf Course
Reconfiguration Project Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact
Statement (EIR/EIS/EIS) being prepared by California State Parks (State Parks), Tahoe Regional Planning
Agency (TRPA), and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), which are, collectively, the lead agencies 1 .
In response to the level of public interest expressed during scoping regarding the existing recreational use of
Washoe Meadows State Park (SP), the proposal under one alternative to reconfigure the golf course by placing
some golf holes on the west side of the river, and related environmental impact issues of the proposed alternative;
the lead agencies conducted two public recreation planning workshops to address potential approaches to resolve
these issues.

PURPOSE OF WORKSHOPS
The two public recreation planning workshops with identical agendas were held on the evenings of February 8
and 9, 2007 at the Lake Tahoe Golf Course (LTGC) Clubhouse, in South Lake Tahoe, CA. The purpose of the
public workshops was to gather information about existing public access and use patterns in Washoe Meadows SP
and Lake Valley State Recreation Area (SRA) and provide an opportunity for the public to help identify public
access and resource protection features of this project to help address public concerns raised during scoping. The
workshops involved a short presentation about known important natural resources and public use of the Washoe
Meadows SP and Lake Valley SRA, followed by an interactive planning exercise in which all interested attendees
participated. The exercises took place in small groups and included the opportunity to place information on a map
of the State Parks properties and record responses to specific questions.
Information gathered during these workshops is summarized below. This information will be considered during
refinement of the EIR/EIS/EIS alternatives and preparation of the environmental analysis.

AGENDA FOR WORKSHOPS
The agenda for both public workshops was the same. The workshops were conducted on two nights to provide
opportunities for the public to participate on either a weekday (Thursday) or weekend (Friday) evening. The
agenda was as follows:
►
►
►
►
►
►

1

Participant Sign-in and Pre-Meeting Review of Maps
Welcome and Purpose of Meeting
Project Background/Summary of Alternatives
Group Planning Activities (Small Break-Out Groups)
Presentation of Group Planning Results
Next Steps: Integrating Workshop Input into the EIR/EIS/EIS

The public comment time period of the scoping process was held from the release of the NOP release on September 5, 2006 through
October 20, 2006.
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PUBLIC NOTICING AND RELATED MEDIA
Notices for the public workshops were posted at various locations in the South Lake Tahoe/Meyers area,
including trail entrance points to Washoe Meadows SP located at Bakersfield Street, Chilocothe Street, Normuk
Street, Delaware Street, and Mountain Meadow Street, along with Lira's Supermarket and the LTGC Clubhouse.
State Parks released the first Upper Truckee River Restoration & Golf Course Reconfiguration Project Newsletter
in January 2007. This newsletter included information about the recreation planning workshops, as well as
information about the about the project’s history and background, project objectives, the proposed project and
alternatives, the environmental review process, contact information, and future opportunities for public
participation. Copies of the newsletter were mailed or e-mailed to State Parks’ project mailing list on January 19,
2007. This list included homeowners within 300 feet of the project site’s boundary and other interested parties.
The newsletter and workshop announcement were also posted on the project website 2 3 .
TRPA issued a news release to local media on February 1, 2007 to further inform the public about the upcoming
workshops, and a related story appeared in the Tahoe Daily Tribune on February 6, 2007.

SUMMARY OF GROUP ACTIVITIES
Attendees were asked to sign-in upon arrival to the workshops. A combined total of 83 participants recorded their
attendance on the sign-in sheets for both meetings. However, some attendees chose not to sign-in and attendance
is estimated to have been notably greater. Generally, a majority of the attendees were from the surrounding
neighborhoods, including golfers and other recreationists, agency representatives, and members of other
organizations. Each attendee was provided with a numbered nametag, identifying which of 5 activity groups each
person would join later in the evening.
Each group was provided with a description of the group activities and a set of maps for three of the four
recreation planning activities (described in more detail below) for identifying resources and activity and access
locations. Each set of maps included one black-and-white copy for use as a draft ‘working’ copy and a color copy
to create a final map. Each group was also provided with an easel and oversized notepads on which to record
additional comments and notes. Each of the working groups was guided through the activities by a group
facilitator. Maps for each group activity are included in Appendix A.

GROUP PLANNING ACTIVITY 1 (EXISTING CONDITIONS)
The goal of the first planning activity was to map locations of current access points, recreational areas used, and
key natural and cultural resources within Washoe Meadows SP and Lake Valley SRA that warrant protection.
Using markers, highlighters, and the maps provided, groups were asked to:
►
►
►
►

2

3

Identify existing public access points and trail routes that they currently use.
Identify current recreational activities and areas used for these activities.
Identify key natural or cultural resource value areas that warrant protection.
Note why they choose to recreate at one or both of these parks.

http://www.restoreuppertruckee.net/
The vast majority of attendees provided mailing or street addresses in the South Lake Tahoe vicinity.
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GROUP PLANNING ACTIVITY 2 (ALTERNATIVE 2, GEOMORPHIC
RESTORATION WITH 18-HOLE GOLF COURSE)
The goal of the second planning activity was to map locations of public access points (to maintain or establish),
trails, recreational use areas, and protection areas for natural and cultural resources within Washoe Meadows SP
and Lake Valley SRA that should be implemented in the context of a golf course configuration on both sides of
the river (to provide enough area for an 18-hole regulation course). During this activity, groups were asked to:
►

Indicate on the map where within Washoe Meadows SP, if Alternative 2 were implemented, they would
prefer to see the reconfigured golf course relocated.

►

Consider golf course area configuration changes on the east and west sides of the river, such as size, shape,
buffers, setbacks, and golf course crossing locations for trails (if needed).

►

Identify key public access points and recreational use areas to maintain or establish.

►

Consider bridge locations for trail crossings of the river.

►

Align/indicate important trail routes used for recreation or to access recreation areas in the park.

►

Designate recreation activity areas to maintain or establish.

►

Define key resource protection areas to maintain or establish.

GROUP PLANNING ACTIVITY 3 (ALTERNATIVE 3, GEOMORPHIC
RESTORATION WITH REDUCED-AREA GOLF COURSE)
The goal of this group planning activity was to map locations of public access points, trails, recreational use areas,
and protection areas for natural and cultural resources in Washoe Meadows SP or Lake Valley SRA that should
be implemented in the context of a reduced-area golf course only on the east side of the river only (to provide for
an 18-hole short course or 9-hole course). During this activity, groups were asked to:
►

Address the points listed above for Planning Activity 2, except golf course area would only be on the east side
of the river.

►

Discuss the need for and importance of a bridge crossing the river. With the golf course located only on the
east side of the river, the need for a golf bridge to the west side would be eliminated, which may complicate
funding for a construction of a bridge.

►

Discuss preference for golf course type (i.e., 9-hole course vs. 18-hole short course).

GROUP PLANNING ACTIVITY 4 (ALTERNATIVE 5, FULL RESTORATION/NO
GOLF COURSE)
For the fourth group planning activity, the groups were asked to provide bullet points about key features that they
would like considered under a full restoration/no golf course alternative. No maps were provided for this activity,
because the characteristics of restoration of the site for this alternative were not yet determined.
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC INPUT
Following is a summary of the input presented on the group activity maps and easel notes. The information was
transcribed from the maps and easel sheets with the goal of maintaining the intended meaning of the input.

GROUP PLANNING ACTIVITY 1: EXISTING CONDITIONS
CURRENT RECREATIONAL USES
The following existing recreation uses were identified by the activity groups.

WASHOE MEADOWS STATE PARK
Most Commonly Identified Activities
►
►
►
►
►
►

biking
cross country skiing
dog walking
hiking
horseback riding
running

Other Identified Activities
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►

bird-watching
bringing kids outside
disc golf
football
kite flying
napping
paintball
photography
showing guests Tahoe beauty
sledding
snowmobiling
snowshoeing
weddings/special events
wildflower viewing
wildlife viewing
volleyball

LAKE VALLEY STATE RECREATION AREA
►
►
►
►
►
►
►

golfing
snowmobiling
weddings/special events
bird watching
dog walking
cross country skiing
snowshoeing
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UPPER TRUCKEE RIVER (WATER-BASED ACTIVITIES)
►
►
►
►
►

fishing
floating
kayaking
rafting
swimming

ACCESS POINTS AND TRAIL USE
The following points were summarized from group input.
►

Most groups identified all trails in Washoe Meadows SP that were shown on the activity maps for current
biking, hiking, walking and/or equestrian use. Numerous current-use access points were identified, but once
inside the park some common routes identified include the main sewer road, the road through dry meadow,
and the trail from dry meadow out to mountain meadow (Appendix B).

►

Numerous current-use access points for Washoe Meadows SP identified include the Lake Tahoe Golf Course
clubhouse entrance, multiple locations located on streets along the western edge of Washoe Meadows SP
within the North Upper Truckee neighborhood (e.g., Kiowa Street, Grizzly Mountain Boulevard, Normuk
Street, Delaware Street, and Mountain Trout Drive), as well as access points located along:
•
•
•
•

Sawmill Road
San Bernadino Drive
Country Club Drive, and
Lake Tahoe Boulevard.

►

Some participants indicated that they board their horses at Amacker Ranch and access Washoe Meadows SP
directly from the ranch along that portion of the northeastern park boundary.

►

Golfers accessed the golf course in Lake Valley SRA through the parking lot at the clubhouse.

BRIDGES AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Many groups indicated that they use the bridges located on the golf course to move from one side of the river to
the other. This is currently not an allowed use other than for golf play due to safety considerations. Some groups
expressed interest in bridges at locations where popular trails intersect the river and across areas of Washoe
Meadows SP that are very wet. Several groups expressed an interest in a bridge or some type of crossing at the
Tahoe Mountain Drive access point (near Angora Creek).
Working groups placed an emphasis on the importance of maintaining car-free access to Washoe Meadows SP
(i.e., not allowing motor vehicles into the park).

CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL RESOURCES
Existing potential cultural and historic resources identified for protection by the groups were as follows.
►
►

4

Old Barn in Washoe Meadows SP
Archeological artifacts near Hole 6 4

Note that this was a comment submitted by a group participant and has not been substantiated by documentation or analysis.
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Existing biological resources identified for protection by the groups were as follows.
►
►
►

Bear dens in Washoe Meadows SP
Bog in Washoe Meadows SP
Wildflowers, particularly in the meadow areas

GROUP PLANNING ACTIVITY 2: ALTERNATIVE 2, GEOMORPHIC RESTORATION WITH 18HOLE GOLF COURSE
GOLF COURSE RECONFIGURATION
Seven of the groups expressed a preference for the southeast area of Washoe Meadows SP, if a portion of the golf
course were to be relocated to the west side of the river. (See Appendix C. Preferred Partial Golf Course
Relocation Area Identified by Working Groups 5 .) This area contained fewer environmental constraints and was
more distant from the existing North Upper Truckee neighborhood. The importance of maintaining a buffer area
between the river and this portion of the golf course was emphasized. It was also suggested that there should be a
contiguous (connected) relationship between the portion of the existing golf course that remained on the east side
of the river and the relocated part of the golf course on the west side. One of these seven groups indicated that
they identified a preferred location only because their facilitator pressed them to identify the least constrained area
for golf use on the west side of the river, despite the objections of most members of the group to locating any golf
use on that side of the river. Three groups chose not to identify any potential options for a golf course site in
Washoe Meadows SP on the west side of the river, saying that they refused to consider any option that would
relocate any portion of the golf course and/or golf activities to the other side of the river. Two of these groups
indicated a preference for relocating a portion of the golf course to another alternative location instead.
Alternative locations identified included sites on the southeast side of U. S. Highway 50 (US 50) or on the north
side of Sawmill Road. One group suggested that in lieu of relocating a portion of the golf course to Washoe
Meadows SP that a monorail or gondola be constructed to connect the remaining post-restoration portion of the
golf course on the east side of the river to the existing Tahoe Paradise Golf Course (approximately 1 mile to the
southwest).
Some groups included golfers that currently use LTGC. Generally, golfers indicated they wanted to continue to
play an 18-hole regulation course and identified Alternative 2 as their preferred alternative. Some identified
Alternative 4 (Engineered Stabilization [In Place]) as their preferred alternative since Alternative 4 would likely
result in the least modification to the existing course. The general consensus by golfers was that anything other
than an 18-hole regulation course would be less desirable for use.

ACCESS POINTS, TRAIL USE AND OTHER RECREATION ACTIVITIES
Input on what access points, trails, and other activities to establish or maintain included the following points.
►

Maintain access to trails that originate along the boundary of the North Upper Truckee neighborhood and
Washoe Meadows SP.

►

Include an access corridor/trail along the river for non-golf recreation.

►

Ensure non-golf recreation activities are still allowed on the portion of the golf course where golfing would be
discontinued.

5

Note that this graphic depicts the golf allowable area this is being studied in the EIR/EIS/EIS. It does not represent the
footprint of the proposed golf course.
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►

Develop a hiking trail along the proposed river restoration area.

►

Encourage multiple uses of the golf course area. Consider the inclusion of signage for golfers and other
recreationists designating area as multi-use.

►

Do not eliminate snowshoeing in Washoe Meadows SP.

►

Concern that the proposed area for golf course relocation is a high use area for residents and other
recreationists for various types of recreation.

►

Provide non-golfers a route to safely pass through the golf course.

►

Restore river as features of the existing course. Add restoration sinuosity to enhance playability and to reduce
impacts.

►

Re-route existing trails around the golf course.

►

Maintain equestrian access points near Amacker Ranch.

►

Establish access to river in restoration area from Country Club Drive area.

►

Do not allow snowmobiles on west side of river.

►

Do not have a large gap between golf holes on the different sides of the river.

BRIDGES AND RELATED INFRASTRUCTURE
Suggestions for bridge crossings of the river were as follows.
►

Consideration of at least one bridge that would provide access for non-golf recreationists from Washoe
Meadows SP to other side of the river. A common bridge location identified on maps was at or near the
existing Hole 6 bridge.

►

Maintain all existing bridges.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Suggestions for protecting biological resources were made as follows.
►
►
►

Avoid cutting trees in “upland habitat” (in the western portion of the potential golf course study area).
Consider an environmentally designed golf course that incorporates native vegetation.
General concern about potential impacts to wildlife.

GENERAL CONCERNS
►

Increased noise near residences from golf use and maintenance activity (e.g., mowing).

►

Concern about golf course grounds maintenance activities resulting in environmental impacts (i.e., water use,
fertilizers and pesticides affecting water quality).

►

Drainage and erosion issues associated with construction of a portion of the golf course on the western slope
of the Washoe Meadows SP.

Upper Truckee River Restoration and
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ADDITIONAL INPUT ON ALTERNATIVE 2
►

The majority of participants were supportive of restoration of the Upper Truckee River.

►

Include a buffer between the relocated portion of the golf course and residences in the North Upper Truckee
neighborhood.

►

Include a buffer between the relocated portion of the golf course and the river.

►

One group recommended a less than 1:1 ratio of golf course relocation (do not take up as much space in
Washoe Meadows SP as is restored on existing golf course).

►

One group indicated that Alternative 2 is their preferred alternative.

GROUP PLANNING ACTIVITY 3: ALTERNATIVE 3, GEOMORPHIC RESTORATION WITH
REDUCED-AREA GOLF COURSE
REDUCED-AREA GOLF COURSE DESIGN
Concern was expressed that a reduced-area golf course of any design (i.e., 9-hole, 18-short hole, or executive 18hole course) would not provide the same type and quality of golf recreational experience and would not generate
the same level of interest or revenue. The opinion was expressed that “destination” golfers – those traveling to the
Meyers/South Lake Tahoe area specifically to golf at LTGC’s championship-level, 18-hole course – would not
likely choose to travel to that location to play a 9-hole or other reduced-area golf course. Some golfers who
participated stated they would go elsewhere to play if this were no longer an 18-hole regulation course.
Several groups highlighted either the area on the southeast side of US 50 or on the north side of Sawmill Road as
potential areas for the relocation of the golf course holes removed from the river restoration area.
One suggestion was to construct a 9-hole championship-length course (3,000 plus yards) and incorporate more
natural vegetation between holes.

ACCESS POINTS, TRAIL USE AND OTHER RECREATION ACTIVITIES
Suggestions for establishing or maintaining public access points, trails, and other recreation activities were made
as follows.
►
►
►
►

Establish hiking trails where holes are removed.
Keep all existing trails as they are.
Consider consolidating some trails in Washoe Meadows SP.
Eliminate snowmobiling on the west side of the river (which occurs now, but is an unauthorized activity).

BRIDGES AND RELATED INFRASTRUCTURE
Because the purpose of existing bridges is to facilitate golf play and bridges are generally exacerbating river
instability in this reach, State Parks would likely remove all existing bridges if Alternative 3 were implemented.
Suggestions for establishing or maintaining bridge crossings of the river were made as follows.
►

Nearly complete consensus among all groups for at least one bridge providing access for non-golfers from
Washoe Meadows SP to the other side of the river. Common areas highlighted for potential bridge crossings
were near Hole 6, and upriver near East San Bernardino Street, and at the eastern park boundary. Two groups
suggested a bridge crossing in the area of the river proposed to be restored.
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►

Recommendations to minimize the environmental impacts associated with the construction of any new bridge.

►

Consider uses/users in bridge design. Would bridge be accessible by pedestrians and bicycles only? Would
bridge accommodate equestrians?

►

Suggestion to provide community access across the river using community resources and acquiring matching
funds 6 .

GENERAL CONCERNS
►

Concern that a reduced-area golf course would not generate the same level of revenue for State Parks.

►

Concern that a reduced-area golf course could not accommodate the current volume of golfers.

►

A smaller course, such as the one being proposed under Alternative 3, would be good for beginners, but not
for experienced golfers.

►

Golfers would likely choose to golf outside of the basin, which could have negative effects on the local
economy.

►

One group indicated that State Parks should not bother with partial removal and that they might as well
remove the whole course (due the expected decrease in interest in playing on a reduced-area golf course).

REVENUE REPLACEMENT IDEAS
The following ideas were offered by the groups to help increase revenues to offset the potential loss of golf
revenues.
►

Increase the use of the club house facilities for special events.

►

Remove the driving range to increase golf course area.

►

Add an indoor driving range to generate revenue in the off-season.

►

Designate the golf course and Washoe Meadows SP as a joint recreation area. Rent kayaks, bicycles,
snowshoes, cross-country skis, etc. from the clubhouse. Provide trail maps for Washoe Meadows SP and
surrounding areas, as well as wilderness interpretive information.

►

Move the Tahoe Visitors Center to the clubhouse or create a new visitor center.

►

Offer dual leisure packages (i.e., golf and ride bikes, or golf and kayak).

ADDITIONAL INPUT ON ALTERNATIVE 3
►

One group indicated that Alternative 3 was their preferred alternative.

►

Include restoration of the quarry area.

►

One group indicated interest in river restoration as proposed, but wanted the existing location of the 18-hole
course maintained, with only minor adjustments made to accommodate the restoration.

6 This comment was based on recognition that the existing bridges are for the purpose of provided golfer access
to both sides of the river and a perception that State Parks would not replace the bridge without the golf use need.
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►

One group indicated that their preferred alternative would be to attempt restoration via engineered
stabilization, maintaining the golf course in its existing location as an 18-hole course.

GROUP PLANNING ACTIVITY 4: ALTERNATIVE 5, FULL RESTORATION/NO GOLF COURSE
ALTERNATIVE USES WITHIN LAKE VALLEY SRA
The following ideas were identified as potential uses to be included with elimination of golfing activity and full
restoration of the river and golf course area.
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►

Recreational use trails, including along the river.
Nature and/or interpretive trails, including boardwalks in the meadow that are ADA-accessible.
Complete restoration (no existing or new structural facilities).
Expand floodplain as far as necessary.
Maintain or increase quality of the view from US 50 across meadow toward Mt. Tallac.
Biological research to learn how the river area restores itself, possibly including community college courses.
Consider land banking.
Wildlife preserve: viewing, interpretation, education.
Horse and/or dog racing track.
Car or bordercross track.
BMX racing course.
Snowshoeing and cross-country skiing.
Horseback riding.
Rafting/kayaking launch point.
Enhance fishery.

ALTERNATIVE USES FOR EXISTING CLUBHOUSE
Suggestions for alternative uses of the clubhouse facilities were made as follows.
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►

Environmental center, offering natural history/educational information.
Multi-use recreation/visitors center (“Gateway to Tahoe”).
Wildlife education/care center (possibly relocate the Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care Center).
Conference/event center.
Nordic center, including skating and skiing opportunities, and groomed trails.
Biking (non-motorized) headquarters.
Arts center.
Transit center.
Motorist reststop.
Campground, camping, small cabins or other overnight facilities.
Indoor rock climbing facility.
Use for community college courses.

ADDITIONAL INPUT FOR LAKE VALLEY SRA
►

Establish planned parking outside of the US 50 viewshed.

►

This is a gateway to the Tahoe Basin. Value the scenic importance of US 50 entrance.

►

No motorized trails.

►

Maintain a bridge for river crossing (for east to west transit across river).
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►

Trails ought to be located with consideration given to the land capability.

►

Increase revenue by raising fees for weddings held at clubhouse and by promoting use of the clubhouse for
other events.

GENERAL CONCERNS
►

Country Club Drive homeowners would see a loss of value associated with removal of the golf course.

►

Building a golf course within a state park could set an unwanted precedent for State Parks (i.e., construction
of new golf facilities in a state park). Removing the golf course would avoid this precedent.
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APPENDIX A
Group Activity Maps

APPENDIX B
Preferred Partial Golf Course Relocation Area
Identified by Working Groups

